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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS’ 























| 1955 1956 
(T&M T - 1 r T Y 
| Aug. (5 | Aug. 2 Aug. 4 | Aug. tt Aug. 16 
- } + +—--- —+— 
Commodity prices, wholesale: | 
AV! CommodITIO®. ....eceeees jaeéeuee Saapeesved 1947=49~100.. | cecceceees °110.9 | ., ids sted 114.2 | 114,5 
FOrm PTODUCTE. seceseees PTETTIITIL TT Trrrriierr i Ores | sens ceeece *86,! . soveccecce 69.1 | a9 ,¢ 
FOOdS, PrOCOSSOD.....60045 jigrbebevébes issebaesdes OGicie | caniecs oa PIDL,D | coscsocnse: | perewraces 102.4 | 102.5 
All otnher..... PTTTiiTT PTPTUTTITITITI Tire eeeseeee hi “AE Rte ocece SOI7.5 | wocce esece PreTiTiiy 121.9 122.5 
Be MET UOS Bi isnvuscdacedasésesdsetocsbccscesave a a9 .9 a9 .0 68.6 89.4 90.6 90.9 
Department store Soles... ececess TITTTTITiTiririri Tt a 10) 10€ 97 104 107 | scsccccces 
insured unemployment, totOl.....sccscscccccccervececs thous,. | 1,079 1,045 ,286 | MOET Ssperekose W cechdeas ‘ 
Deere OF Ol Geis crcesetecesaccccovesar SF ppm ee, 16 . 971 ie] | 53 | Reee f Sécebbesee | eeeecbaeseeo 
finance: | 
Currency in circulation 3/....cceces seevesees mil, § dol... | 40, 785 KY, 5% %), 652 %),575 %) 655 50, 681 
Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, tote! 5/,,.do0.... | 25, 584 25,495 25,595 | 25,172 25, 183 25,254 
Member bank reserve balances 3/......6csseee- OF Se <a 18,824 18,757 18,744 | 18,591 18, 588 18,593 
Excess reserves, estimated 3/...cccccccccccecees ooh sees | 661 602 544 485 57 565 
federal Reserve reporting member banks ir leading cities :4/) | 
Demand deposits, edjusted,....... evesececce mil, * dol.. | 55,645 55, 40 56,114 55,556 eereses 
Time deposits, except » Be SOUT W ccccedens jp MA i 21,970 | 21,567 21,895 21,94 ° 
Loans ond investments (adjusted), total..... obeees BG.ece | A4,416 #4,210 £4,515 | £4,609 
5. Government ob Igatlons...ccscccsccsccsvece eGOscee | 51,654 51,261 26,050 25,978 > : 
Commercial, industrial, and agr, loans (gross)..do.... 25,754 25, 94! 28,625 28,734 | j|f.-28,727 | sceoce — 
Real-estate loans (gross)..... seeeescesssess oveeWcece #,O28 #,069 A,65\ | 8,671 weenie 
Fellures, industrial end commercial.,......ccee- «+efumber,.. | 169 216 274 282 289 
Bond yields, domestic corporete (Moody's) 5/..... percent... 3.286 | 3.29 5.52 5.55 1, 62 
Stock prices,480 stocks (Stand.4 Poor's) 4/, . 1955-3592 100,, | 06,4 | 307.4 561.8 362.9 560 .2 
Industrials, 420 stocks,......6. sdeercoeeveoves eee 548.1 549.5 425.5 424.9 421.7 
Production | 
Bituminous COO! B/.cccccccecccececes thous, of short tons,. 1,59 | 1,564 1,505 1,540 , 58 eles 
Electric power, by ut litles.....ceccccces mil f kw.-hr.. | 19,729 10,812 11,295 11,190 11,55 ereee 
Passenger cars ond trucks (Ward'S)..cccsccceuvcucs number. . 72,690 159,525 152,675 151,916 127,648 1,771 
Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/,...... thous, of bbol., | 6,65 | 6,701 7,086 7,065 } , OB6 cove 
Dene Bie cdavaddacsseewe t tons... | 2,157 | 2, 176 419 | 415 1,415 2,154 
Percent of capacity 5/ seeceucee WA9,4 | #902 17,0 | 16.9 57.5 | 87.5 
e Freight carlosdings, total of cars, 77 TAI 650 660 TIS | cwvcseses ee 
Misce! lan@ous,...c.ceces ia» % $73 | 566 3521 | 320 566 | coevcesves 
I 1 | 
1/ Date do not siways cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices. 5/ Daily average, 4/ Wednesday date, 5/ Week beginning August 20, 


1956: Production, 2,540 thous, short tons; operating rate, 95.1 percent. 6/ Date tor 1956 adjusted to revised classification of class | 
reilironds, * Monthiy index for August 1955. # Not comparabie with 1956 rates which ere based on higher capacity. 
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1955 19SE 
iTeM f T | r 
| June July April May | ne July 
- ' t ! } 
| | 
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE | 
Construction contracts owarded, 5/7 States (f .W.Dodge Corp.) 
Total Projects. ..cccecsesescees covesesevesserevces number... 715,141 | 73,1% 61,2351 78,801 62,249 6,713 
TOTO) VOIUOTION cece ereeeeeeeunes sscccccccces@l I, Of “3 2,255 2,272 2,421 2,480 | 2,198 2,149 
BuliGing, TOPO ccccccccccenccossenevescesvesccess GOveee | 1,794 | 1,652 |, 966 1,949 | 1, 62¢ 1,605 
Contract awards (Engineering News-Record) | 
Engineering Construction L/ascccnseeenceewnseceeseeeWseee 1,882 | 1,684 1,869 2,12 |, 6272 1,635 
Highway concrete pavement contract awards: |/ | | 
TOTO! cccccecocesseccocrecocccccccesvcceetMOUS, OF BQ, yd... 9,292 | 5,787 7,578 8,515 7,679 4,795 
AIP POPTS . ceccceseceeeeseese WTTTTTITITTTiTe cccccecOQerce 950 G44 537 1,084 720 408 
iainadévamindscawsurerensssesess ae ee 5,966 | 2,237 5,764 4,873 4,149 1,893 
Streets and Ol l@yB....cccccaee ° eeveOQcece 4,576 | 2,606 5,477 5,557 ,810 2,494 
Construction cost Indexes | 
The American Appraisal Co,, average, ~ 191 Se100,, 604 | 611 628 651 654 658 
AVIONTO, cece eeweeee eveses cere eB. eee| 654 664 676 676 67 492 
New Vorhscvcccesevccececseceses PYTTITITITT TTT TTT dO... 627 | 629 654 | 655 66 667 
SON FONCISCOnssecscseeeeeuseueee TUTTTITT iT abies ites tl 556 568 589 596 59 596 
$F, Lowlsissesecene Posindosavabeseneves jens | 601 | 604 633 | 633 63" 635 
Assoctlated General Contractors (all TYPOS) one eeeeeesIOnee ass | 445 452 456 461 467 
—. H,. Boeckh and Associates | 
Apartments, hotels, and office buildings | | 
rick and concrete... .cccaceus U. 5S. Ovg. 1926-296100., 265.86 | 266. | 274.1 | 276.8 278.0 279.6 
DPigh GO BTEC cocaccccccececcoccecevovecess 259.5 | 262.0 270.5 272.5 273.7 275.5 
Brick OND WOOK, cc cccccceesnerenereeseseeenes ee 265.1 264.5 2735.4 | 275.4 276.1 276.7 
Commercial and tactory bul ldings: | 
rE Ge SORTS cn cccavcscaccovsescserccccceasOteeve! 271.5 | 274.0 202.3 | 285.5 266.6 287.8 
PPE WOE ORO cc cdocccncsevcccucessscns ee ae 267,35 271.9 280.0 | 282.2 263.5 286.7 
Brick and wood. eocvves sesces eccesecs eeeeedOyece 261.3 | 262.5 271.5 273.8 274.¢ 275.2 
FOOD ccceccccesccccccovesosccecccecesese seccssebOrces 265.8 | 264.5 273.6 275.4 275.9 276.0 
SOO ls ccoscderccdecewessoocvevcccvccecesscce oree@Oeoes 249.8 | 257.5 264.6 266.2 267.5 272.6 
Res | dences | 
| al. PPPrPTErrirTrerrrre1rrirerrrrrririrririiiiiti iit tee 265.9 | 264.9 275.6 | 276.1 276.8 274.6 
Wiiccagnsstabecssvecscesicévactbasentsoestorevitnern 258.3 | 259, 266.2 | 269.9 270.4 254.7 
Engineering News-Record: Bulliding 2/........1947-49=100,, | 134.5 | 141.4 144.1 | 144.5 144.7 145,5 
Construction 2/ecesesseeseIOceee 145.7 | 146.4 152.0 152.8 153.4 153.7 


r/ Revised, j|/ Data for june 1955 and May 1956 are tor 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks, 2/ Date reported eat the beginning of eact 
month are shown here for the previous month, 
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955 1956 
1TEM 
June | July April May June July 
DOMESTIC TRADE | 
Televisio advertising: | | | 
st of facilities, Total. ccoccoccsececeseethous, Of dol,. | $1,724 29,997 38,979 | 40,610 | BRLDOP TE encancsocs 
Automotive, Including accessor les....cccccccccceeesQeces | 5,518 | 5,67 5,147 | 5,425 | 4,088 | cccceseces 
Sums ond Sabie Wb cccksvasoewceckonativascssondedtbccet 7,771 8, 762 9,403 | 10,086 | 10,094 | esceseees 
is, soft drinks, COMFPCTIOMETYs ee eeresueseeeeeesDOreee | 7, 18% 6,069 7,840 | 8,155 | Spe npeaee- 
OPE, CIOONEETS, O8racsscscvecesecocssccoeseceseeGOcces | 3,531 5,416 5,057 5,125 4,91 Secseccces 
king mBPOT lis. cccccccocccvceocecocecsevessoesec@@cncs | 5,468 | 5, 554 3,419 3,087 ‘214 TrTiTitiL 
Magazine advertising | 
COSR, BHO ceccedacccossonsveenscusseesbces o095060ces8@eees 53,0835 | 37, 529 75,485 72,961 | 90,986 | ccccoceces 
Apparel! and qeneer ISSesesavczesoncsoeeseccenseneciesce | 2,995 918 5,645 5,510 5, 465 TTTTTiTttTT 
Automotive, Including ACC@SSOr IOS. ...ceccecessesereDOeees 5,815 4,5at 7,924 | 6, 68% Si STO ET | csoencseve 
Sul SS MOET INE. ococunieveneboduddetessossnniateses | 3,153 | 1,690 4,559 | 4, 56 Re eaxecdecce 
Drugs Gnd Gol late leis ccictinscecesnicncsssccscsscsceace §,400 | 4,221 5,732 | 6,111 G, 088 BD sesccésers 
Foods, soft drinks, « MOCTIONEVe seer eereseeeereeeDOrene | 7,026 6, 88 6,542 | 7,847 | 7,179 s0eeeeuece 
| 
Beer, wine a Rete air yee ee 2,72 | 2,084 4, 286 | $, 149 | ON) AS ore 
Household equipment and MeN icaccedsiccseduatbcces | 4,012 | 1,748 5,065 | 5,465 | 4,019 @veecseces 
eaeete Vurntehlawhss sccnccdicsiszcndieesct0kesadtesce 1,860 | "5 4,405 | 4,054 CE ésscceuses 
Industria! meter (Ols.cceccccccesscccccccscccoecccesOOnsce | 4,208 5,200 5,755 | 6,627 5,517 Seeccececs 
BPR, CLOGNSETE, CEs coccevsoveeseivecseneiscianstesss | 6% 492 1, 5% 1, 568 | B45 | ccvccccess 
KING OTOIOIS cceececeeeeeeeccesseseeeseneseresdOneee | 1,458 | 1,272 1,516 1,655 | 108 | nccanéuess 
FINANCE | 
| | 
ant its, total (344 centers). ..ccccoccccccceMll. of dol.. | 177,917 161, 748 176, 760 185, 584 186, 540 181, 2f4 
New York Cityecceceseves bowekeuksdeeséssecspacassenct Guess | 7.68 | 58, 904 65,715 69,452 | 70,733 65,875 
GS OTHE COMPS BerccecccdveccevoccevecscecscceseesocessOSzsce | 57,569 4,125 57,765 6, 166 M957 4,655 
ife i wance | | | 
institute of Life Insurance; 
A >t total, all «oe life insurance mpeanie@s...00.... 86,967 87,6% 42,025 92,478 | 92,876 Cee eeeeses 
; (book value), domestic and foreign, total,..do.... | 47,087 | 47, 550 48, 164 | 46,212 | SRETD I cectvncres 
he GUT ONNGE, scenes naussnusecsscesees See ee 9,046 | 9,096 8, O85 7, 98 7,921 | secccseves 
tate, county, municipal (U. S.deccceccececeeesDQeees | 1,957 | 1,979 2, a 2,140 2,148 | cecesccccs 
bite OFlbIGN 1B. Si lecsceckdsscccpeade ie a 13,236 13,509 15,653 | 13,707 13,782 | cocecceces 
4,771 4,771 5,852 5, 8% 5,854 eeeesesens 


ROI IrOOd (U. SodecccccvccccsvccesscscccescceseeOOcces 
16,594 16,75 17,90 18,00? 14,059 PrUTTTitiT 


industrial and miscellaneous (U. S.decececcccesDOeess 


1,726 | seccsevees 
1,226 Oeeeeeeeee 
51,284 | sescescees 


2,829 2,869 2, 27,974 

1,709 1,724 1,729 1,725 
1,142 1,157 1,2 1,257 
27,485 27,748 1,651 0,99! 
25,510 25,551 28, 0! 278,612 


tocks (book value),domestic and toreign,toteal,..do.... 
Preferred (U. S.descccsesccccesccceccoescosseesOOsecs 
COMMON (U. SadeccescccesccccsscsccssescvessssesWseces 
Mortgage 10ONS, TOTB! cecescrssccccsccevescecesssIOsess 


NONFETM. cocccccccsccessccecoeesescosooseseeeoceOOsece 


; 


2,420 2,455 2,624 2,646 Fo 
icy loans and premium notes....cccccccccceceesIeses 3,207 3,230 5, 365 5, SAS 
1,064 1,094 1,067 1,086 
2,877 2,892 5,174 5, 164 | 5, 169 eeereseese 


ROGl OSTOTE, .ccccccccccossesscsccocccsseccesssessWOeses 


o 
~ 
>= 


OTNOF BSSOTS. occcccccccccccccsssccccescceseseeessOeses 


Payments to policyholders and beneficiaries, estimated 
ot dol.. 444,925 598, 481 479,500 505,900 


185,192 167,650 205 , 500 212, 0 
50,254 44,147 55,600 55,00 
9,2% &,659 9,700 9,000 4,900 sane sekeke 
44,655 55,454 41,600 41,700 41,3900 PTTTTTiTT 
75,608 66,159 85,200 86, 400 DE Sucsadeuns 
87,960 76,412 45,900 99,600 | 9%, 200  eteksees 


GEO GEO 't wocccesses 
145,800 eeeereeeee 


52,000 | cecevecnes 


TOTBl ce cesccccccccosesosesocsseoccccesce TNOUS, 
Death DeONETITS, ,cccccccccscceccccccsessescessssesWeees 


MOTUlOD ONGOWMONIS, ccccsscsccccsosesessesesesseeeDOeens 


ISODIVITY POYMONTS. corccsccccererescosscesesessedOsaes 


Annulty POYM@NTS, .ccecccceceercrererrecsseeeeeeeeWnaee 
SUPTONGOT VOIUOS. sccccccsesesccssesesssescescesssdOeens 
Policy dividends, .cccoccccsecccescsescscccsccsosceOOsces 
Tur nover t demand deposits except interbank and 
. 5S. Government, annual rate: 
New York City.ccccccccecceccssf tlio Of debits to deposits.. 44,7 40,7 45.4 46,0 47,0 45.9 
28.5 26.6 ~»,1 26.7 | p28.9 p29.7 
20,8 20,4 71.5 71.7 p2t.7 p72.4 


6 OFNEF CONTETS,. cccosccccccccscsesescsesesesssseseseeWseue 


537 other reporting CONTETS...cecccccccesecesseceseesIeees 


Bonds 
Prices: 
U. 5S, Treasury bonds, taxable.....dollars per $100 bond,. 6, 57 94% 72,86 94.40 | 0% O54 
Yields 
‘ 50 


~ 
wo 


Domestic corporate (Moody'S)..esccccccecssccsessPercent,., 


By FOTINGS: ABB. coccccccccscossesescesesssssesesWOeess 


ABccccccccccccccccceccsesecceeeeesssOOsess 


we et 
Nae 
wv 
& 

~ 

> 

NN 

= 





AcccccscocccccsecessoccceseseeseeseeeOeses 2 24 5.41 5,47 5.46 5 
BOG. ccccccccccecocceseccesecccesvevesWsees 5! 5.52 5, 68 5,75 5,76 5,80 
By groups: Industrial. cccccccececccsesesesecesesMeess 5.18 5.18 5.5 5.40 ” 5.4? 
5.21 3.22 5. 5.44 44 4.48 

5. 


Public uti lity. coccccccccscesevesssesWsces 
ROI IT OBD eo ccccccccccesecccosceseesessOOeese 


Treasury bonds, VORBDIC. ee eeeresceeerersseeseDOeeee | 


Ve i« 
Stocks | 
Dividend rate per share: 
27 5.28 5.29 54 


yuron stocks (200 stocks), Moody's. ...cceseee--Oollars,,. 
Industrial C125 STOCKS) secccccccsecesccssscescess GOs ees 4.% 5.10 
Public utility (24 STOCKS), .cccccccccccessesceveeDQeess 2.25 2.25 2. 
Reliroad (25 STACKS) .cccccccenccesescesesccseeessDOseee 5.40 5,42 5,69 4,95 5,95 
Ganks (19 StoChSeccocccccccccccvoccecsesecoeceosE@ecee 3.15 5.15 5. 5.4% 5% ye 
Insurance (10 STOCKS) .ecccccccceccccecesseseseeesDOsees ° 5,87 5,87 4,01 4,01 
Dividend yields: 
common stocks (200 stacks), Moody's........+++..percent.. 5. 
Industrial C125 STOCKS) .csccccccccccceesesesesseetOeess 5 
Public Utility (24 STOCKS) cercccsccessoccesesssesWeees 4 
Railroad (25 STOCKS) .cecccccvcccseseesssesvesceesWeses 4. 
4 
2 


4.65 4,06 S$. 
5 


78 5.687 4,15 


4.97 5.4) -) 5.25 
 ) 4.4% 4,52 
45 2.89 4,07 


! 4,275 
9 5.6% 


Banks (15 SPOCCKS) ..cccccccccocscesecescesessesessWeees 











A 
4 
4,06 4,73 4,66 4,46 
5 
4 
5 


NU ® we ve 
. 
~ 
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Insurance (10 STOCKS) coccccccccseseccccscseseesseWsers 


p/ Preliminary. 





FOODSTUFF 


Wines and distilling materials 
tttervescent wines: 
PrOGUCT ION, cesses 
lax~-peid withdrawals, 
Stocks, end of month.. 
Still wines 
Pr oductior 
Tax~-paid withdrawals.... 
stocks, end of month, 
Distilling materials produced 
Tobacco, manufactured products 
Production, total 
Chewing, plug, and 


THM IMM ceereres 
SRC cccddasetsossisine 
Consumption (withdrawals): 
Cigarettes, small; 
TORWPT OG. ce sccseecess 
TOR"POIDsscccccccvece 
Cigars, Tax-pOld..cccseeccs 


Manufactured tobacco and snuff, tox-peid...tho 


TEXTILE PROOUCT 


Cotton; 1/ 
CONSUMPTION. sccccsesesecesesess 
Manufactures: 
Spindia activity (cotton syste 
Active spindies, last working 
Consuming 100 percent cotton... 
Spindle hours operated, ai! 
Average per working dey... 
Consuming 100 percent cotton.. 
Operations as percent of capacit 
Rayon ond acetate (tilament yarn end 
Shipments, domestic, producers’: 
Fi laMOne YET Re ccccsvceccecece 
Staple Cincl, Tom). cccccees 
tocks, producers’, end of month 
Filament yarn... 
Staple (incl, tow)..... 


TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT 


Rallway equipment, American Ral lway | inst 
Freight cars; 
Shipments, Total. .ccccescceces 
Equipment manufacturers, 
Domest iCccccecsevsers- 
Railroad shops, domestic.... ° 
Passenger cars, equipment manufacturers 
Orders untilied, end of month, total... 
Domest iGecvasccccsesevescoenesecoss 
Shipments, TOMB). ,ccovcseccecccceeees 
Domest ICrcccccsccceseveccrcsceseces 


r/ Revised. 1/ Date tar june 1955 ond 
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